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the best available evidence. There is growing 
consensus that there is a unifying medical 
concept of death; all human death is 
anatomically located to the brain. That is, human 
death involves the irreversible loss of the 
capacity for consciousness, combined with the 
irreversible loss of the capacity to breathe.  
These two essential capacities are found in the 
brain, particularly the brainstem, and represent 
the most basic manner in which the human 
organism can sense and interact with its 
environment (7, 8). In other words BD is an 
irreversible status and can be considered as 
death. 
Organs can be obtained from BD potential 
donors providing that the diagnosis of BD is 
achieved by a committee of expert clinical 
personnel, the patient is maintained on 
ventilator with intact circulation (usually in an 
intensive care unit ICU), there is/are no clinical 
contraindication(s) for organ retrieval such as 
HIV infection, current neoplastic disease …etc, 
and obtaining a consent for organ donation 
either from the deceased person (prior to 
his/her death for e.g. having a donor card), the 
family/ next of kin and sometimes the coroner 
and designated officer of the hospital (9) . The 
diagnosis of BD and the following steps required 
for organ retrieval and then transplantation are 
beyond the scope of this paper.  An excellent BD 
organ donation program for e.g. that of United 
Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS) in USA allows 
single and multiple organ transplantation such 
as (Kidney – Pancreas), (Kidney – Heart – Lung), 
(Kidney – Pancreas – Heart), …etc and more than 
one patient may benefit from a single BD donor 
(10).   
 
Religious issues   
In 1986, the Islamic theologians (Al Aloma) 
issued what became known as the Amman 
declaration, in which they clearly accepted BD 
and the retrieval and transplantation of organs 
from living and cadaveric donors. The main 
consideration for the Islamic scholars Fatwa is 
the belief that human life is sublime (expressed 
vividly in Surah Al Maeda i.e. Quranic Chapter 

entitled "the Feast":  “Whoever saves one life, as 
if he saves all mankind”.  

( ويٍ احُاها فكاًَا احُا انُاط جًُؼا)تغى الله انشحًٍ انشحُى 

  32انًائذج 
Based on this and similar declarations, all Middle 
Eastern countries except Egypt passed laws that 
allow cadaveric transplantation and regulate live 
donations. Iran, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Tunisia, Jordan, and Lebanon all have current 
active cadaveric programs and perform liver, 
heart, pancreas, and lung transplants (11, 12, 13). 
The above Middle East Countries and others 
joined the Middle East Society for Organ 
Transplantation (MESOT).   
 
Legal issues  
In Iraq the legislation for organ (kidney) 
transplantation had been declared as follows (14):  

 1986نغُح ( 85)قاَىٌ ػًهُاخ صسع الاػضاء انثششَح سقى  
قاَىٌ ػًهُاخ صسع الاػضاء انثششَح سقى : ػُىاٌ انتششَغ

   1986 نغُح( 85)
: عُح انتششَغ/    85: سقى انتششَغ/  قاَىٌ ػشاقٍ : انتصُُف

27–  8–  1986 

نًشضً تهذف َجىص اجشاء ػًهُاخ صسع الاػضاء ل  :1يادج 

نهى تقتضُها انًحافظح ػهً   تحقُق يصهحح ػلاجُح ساجحح 

حُاتهى ورنك يٍ قثم انطثُة انجشاح الاختصاصٍ فٍ انًشكض 

انطثٍ انًخىل سعًُا انزٌ َؼًم فُه ششَطح اٌ َكىٌ هزا 

 .انًشكض يؼذا لاجشاء ػًهُاخ صسع الاػضاء انثششَح 
ء ػًهُاخ انضسع َتى انحصىل ػهً الاػضاء لاجم اجشا: 2 يادج 

 :يٍ

يٍ َتثشع تها او َىصٍ تها حال حُاته ششَطح اٌ َكىٌ  . أ

 .كايم الاههُح ػُذ انتثشع او الاَصاء وتاقشاس كتاتٍ
انًصاب تًىخ انذياؽ وحغة الادنح انؼهًُح انحذَثح  . ب

انًؼًىل تها انتٍ تصذس تتؼهًُاخ فٍ حانح يىافقح احذ 

انذسجح انثاَُح  اقاسته انكايم الاههُح يٍ انذسجح الاونً او

ويىافقح نجُح يشكهح يٍ ثلاثح اطثاء اختصاصٍُُ تضًُهى 

طثُة اختصاص تالايشاض انؼصثُح ػهً اٌ لا َكىٌ يٍ 

تُُهى انطثُة انًؼانج ولا انطثُة الاختصاصٍ انًُفز 

 .نهؼًهُح
ًَُغ تُغ وششاء الاػضاء تاٌ وعُهح وًَُغ انطثُة : 3يادج 

 .انؼهى تزنك الاختصاصٍ يٍ اجشاء انؼًهُح ػُذ

َؼاقة تانحثظ يذج لا تضَذ ػهً عُح واحذج وتغشايح لا : 4يادج 

تضَذ ػهً انف دَُاس او تاحذي هاتٍُ انؼقىتتٍُ كم يٍ َخانف 

  .احكاو هزا انقاَىٌ 

International status  
There are several nearby Middle East countries 
with active KT programs from living and BD 
donors. The International Registry in Organ 
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