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higher in non mucinous tumors
compared with the mucinous type and
this reflects the well known aggressive
behavior and bad prognosis associated
with the mucinous type. These results
are in disagreement with the results of
Dursun et al., 2001%® who found a
significant relation of bcl, expression
with the mucinous type tumor and this
may be explained by small sample size
in the present study. These results are
expected since most of the mucinous
tumors which were negative for bcl,
expression were associated with high
grade and late stage malignancy.

Taking into account tumor greatest
diameter , the extent of bcl, expression
by tumor cells decreased significantly
with respect to increasing tumor
greatest diameter .This result is in
agreement with Ofner et al., 1995
This can be explained by the fact that
large tumors may be related to other
bad prognostic parameters as poor
differentiation, advanced stage, high
grade, and positive lymph node status.

Regarding the tumor location, none
of the cases in the present study were n
the proximal colon, this may be due to
the fact that tumors in the proximal
colon usualy present late in the course
of the disease and they attain a large
size before clinica detection in
addition to that they are far from
digitaa and proctosigmoidoscopic
examination and they may be beyond
surgical treatment on discovery. The
relationship between bcl, expression in
the distal colon and the rectum was not
statistically significant .These results
are in agreement with others as Dursun
et a., 2001 , Tollenaar et &, 1998
) Husain et al, 1999 ®? and Huang
et al, 2002 @

There was a negative correlation
between bcl, expression and lymph
node status. These results are in
concordance with the results of Dursun
et a, 2001® and Goussia et d,

20007, that bcl, expression was more
in lymph node negative tumors.

Bcl2 expression in colorectal
carcinoma was associated with better
clinical course especially when p53
expression was absent suggesting that
neoplastic transformation related to
inhibition of apoptosis results in less
aggressive malignancies than those
dependent on other oncogenes as
p53#® . An inverse relation between
bcl, and p53 has been observed in
other malignancies suggesting that
these proteins may interact through
opposite mechanisms. inhibition of
apoptosis (bcl, ) and promotion of
apoptosis (p53) ™.

Conclusion

Bcl2 expresson in colorecta
carcinomais correlated with low grade
tumor, early tumor stage, non
mucinous type, small tumor size and
negative lymph node status.
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