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The current study as other studies
(Wang et al., 2004 (35); Koyamatsu et
al., 2002 (21); Vassallo et al., 2000 (36))
was undertaken with assumption that
the immunohistochemical detection of
P53 with the monoclonal antibody is
almost associated with the presence of
the mutated forms of P53 allels, based
on wild type P53 protein possessing a
short half-life, ranging up to 30
minutes, hence not accumulating to
immunohistochemically detectable
levels, and mutant forms having longer
half-lives providing for
immunohistochemical detection in
many instances (37) .

Such immunohistochemical
detection of P53 has frequently been
used as a simpler method than genetic
analysis of P53 mutations. However , it
is not very specific for evaluation of
P53 mutations in human cancers since
tissue fixation , the type of antibody
and other technical factors may affect
the detection (38) .In addition ,not all
mutations in the P53 gene result in the
increase accumulation of the protein
,frame shift and non-sense mutations
can lead to expression of an altered
P53 which is undetectable by the
available monoclonal antibodies , or
some mutations may disrupt the
binding sites of the anti-p53
antibody(21).

The absence of antibody reactivity
therefore does not rule out genetic
alterations of the P53 in human tumors
(39).

In conclusion this study showed a
significant correlation between P53
over-expression and the histological
type of the invasive cervical
carcinoma. Although there was no
statistical correlation between P53
over-expression and the three grades of
the invasive cervical carcinoma,
poorly-differentiated tumors showed
the higher percentage of P53 over-
expression. No significant difference

was found between P53 over-
expression and the age of the patient.
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